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SUBJECT: PRC VIEWS ON INDOCHINA 


REF:FBIS BK180632Y DEC 75 

SUMMARY: RTG OFFICIAL REPORTS CHINESE CONCERN OVER POSITION 
IN CAMBODIA AND LAOS. END SUMMARY. 

1. EMBASSY OFFICERS MET DECEMBER 19 WITH TET BUNNAK, MFA 
EAST ASIA DIVISION CHIEF, FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION ON COUNTRIES 
WITHIN HIS AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY. ALTHOUGH WE ARE POUCHING 
MEMCON TO ADDRESSEES, BELIEVE PRC COMMENTS TO RTG CON 
CERNING COUNTRIES OF INDOCHINA, WHICH HE RELATED, TO BE OF 
PARTICULAR INTEREST. 

2. TET REFERRED TO CONSIDERABLE CHINESE INTEREST IN LIMITING 
NORTH VIETNAMESE INFLUENCE IN CAMBODIA AND LAOS, AND PAR- 
TICULARLY IN THE FORMER. THE CHINESE HAVE APPARENTLY EX- 
PRESSED TO THE RTG THEIR GREAT CONCERN OVER VIETNAMESE IN 
FLUENCE IN CAMBODIA AND INTEREST IN THE TUTCOME OF THE 
GATHERING CONFLICT BETWEEN IENG SARY (WHOM THE PRC SUP- 
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CHINESE SEEM TO BELIEVE THAT THE STRUGGLE FOR DOMINATION 
IN CAMBODIA IS FAR FROM OVER AND MAY EVEN HAVE JUST BEGUN, 
HE SAID. THE CHINESE ARE ESPECIALLY ALARMED BY THE CON- 
TINUING PRESENCE THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY OF NORTH VIET- 
NAMESE CADRE AND ADVISORS. TET SUGGESTED THAT THERE IS 
A VERY CLEAR CONFLUENCE OF INTEREST BETWEEN THE THAI AND 
CHINESE IN LIMITING DRV INFLUENCE IN CAMBODIA. HE FELT 
THAT IT WOULD MAKE A MATERIAL DIFFERENCE IN THE LEVEL OF 
INSURGENT ACTIVITY ALONG THE THAI-CAMBODIAN BORDER; I.E., 
BORDER INCIDENTS WOULD INCREASE SHOULD THIEU SAMPHAN GAIN 
THE UPPER HAND. 

3. IN LAOS THE PRC IS ALSO ALARMED AT THE WANING 

OF THE DRV MOON. TED SAID THE CHINESE HAVE TOLD THE THAI 
THAT THEY ARE COMPLETELY STYMIED IN TRYING TO GAIN ACCESS 
TO THE NEW LEADERSHIP OF THE DPRL. KAYSONE PHOMVIHAN WILL 
APPARENTLY NOT EVEN TALK TO THE CHINESE EMBASSY IN VIEN- 
TIANE. THE CHINESE FAVORITE, PHOUMI VONGVICHIT, HAS BEEN 
SHUNTED OFF TO THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. IN THE SAME 
CONNECTION, THE CHINESE ARE APPARENTLY INCREASING THEIR 
MILITARY PRESENCE IN NORTHWEST LAOS. 

4. COMMENT: WE ARE INTRIGUED BY THE REPORTED CHINESE 
CONCERN OVER THEIR INFLUENCE IN CAMBODIA. REFUGEES IN 
RECENT MONTHS HAVE MENTIONED FROM TIME TO TIME SEEING 
VIETNAMESE ADVISERS IN CAMBODIA, ALTHOUGH IT HAS NOT ALWAYS 
BEEN CLEAR WHETHER THESE WERE 

VIETNAMESE BORN IN CAMBODIA 

OR VIET-NAM, PERHAPS MEANINGFUL IS THE FACT THAT IENG 
SARY, IN HIS SPEECH HONORING THE VISITING LAO DELEGATION 
IN PHNOM PENH DECEMBER 18, SAID THAT "WE ALSO TAKE 
THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS MOST PROFOUND THANKS TO THE 
VIETNAMESE, CHINESE" AND OTHER FRIENDLY COUNTRIES AND 
PEOPLES (REF), NAMING THE VIETNAMESE FIRST. WE WILL CON- 
TINUE TO WATCH THESE DEVELOPMENTS CAREFULLY. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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